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Mission Statement
By the power of the Holy Spirit, Trinity Valley Lutheran Parish is united to increase
the vitality of our individual congregations by joining our talents and resources. To-
gether we can better serve one another, share God’s goodness, Sacrament, and bring
Christ to our neighbors.

Church Locations
Gilman Lutheran Church St. John’s Lutheran Church Spring Lake Lutheran Church

N8107 330th St. S520 Church Ave. N7724 County Rd B
PO Box 386 PO Box 336 PO Box 386

Spring Valley, WI 54767
715-778-5935
Office hours : Mon.-Thurs.: 9am-noon Friday—closed
Office Staff: Brandie Regenscheid
Bookkeeper@tvipsv.com

February Fvents

Gilman Annual Meeting and Gilman Member Potluck
February 2nd Following Worship at Gilman

Saint John’s Annual Meeting
February 9th Following Worship at Saint John’s

Spring Lake Annual Meeting
February 16th Following Worship at Spring Lake

February 11th COUNCIL MEETINGS
Spring Lake Council—5:30 pm
Gilman & St. John’s—6:00 pm

All meet at St. John’s




PASTOR’S ARTICLYE FOR JANUARY
2025

| have come to believe that the Christian Church was formed for one reason:
Relationships.

Sin caused a gaping abyss between God and humanity. Sin also caused such
a gap between all human beings. But the Christian Church was formed to
teach that Christ had closed both of those gaps. Forever.

Yet here we are, over 2000 years later, and we find ourselves still playing God,
or believing we don’t need God, and struggling to pay much attention to our
connections to each another. We worship our uniqueness and our see
relationships as stifling and not worth our effort.

I’m not being fatalistic. | pondering my lifelong connection with the church and
discovering that humanity is blind to the power of relationships. An old high
school friend wondered why Christian people who know and love her, and her
child with disabilities, make personal, religious, and political choices that make
life much more difficult for her and her child. What can it be other than the re-
jection of relationships? We act in ways that reveal our fear of being seen as
not belonging to the right crowd or not fitting in. We endure suffering and loss
of self just to keep the status quo. Our relationships with others — they’ll be fi-
ne! In time they will survive our rejection and apathy. We know better, but
that’s what we tell ourselves.

And that’s why Christ went to the cross. To destroy our selfishness, to
suffocate our fear of being alone, and to resurrect what we always have avail-
able to us — good relationships with God and others.

When we attend worship — everybody does this — we usually talk with people
we know, do our duty by going to church, and then we go home. But Christ
died so we could join a church to build relationships and forge connections.

And by so doing, we would live differently than that rest of world.

The first Christian church was mocked for its willingness to welcome and in-
volve anyone who desired to join them. The first Christians were ridiculed for
their lack of discernment when it came to those they accepted as their own.
Humans still love power and control more than Christ and others. Sound
harsh? | stand by these words.
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And when we attend worship, we forget that each worship service — and
every one of our events — is a work of the people of God, of the entire
congregation and parish. We sit in church as if we only wish to be served.
Usher or read Scripture? Not my job. Sign up for a committee or an
event? Not my job. Come to worship to listen, learn, and grow as a
disciple? There is less evidence of that over that last ten years or so in
the Christian Churches in America. Perhaps for the last 20 years.

The Christian Church isn’t dying. So what is? Our relationships. Our
desire for discipleship. Our desire for Christ-centered community. And
also the Christian idea that we join a church to serve the Gospel. We
want to be served. And for many the message of the Gospel never cross-
es their lips.

Let’s revive the real Christian Church. One created by Christ. One that
rejects the world’s definition of community. One that builds on
Christ-centered relationships and Christian discipleship. Let’s be a parish
that just doesn't fit in to any human tradition or pattern. We do this at
times. Why not all the time? It’'s like Jesus never existed, according to our
current culture. Let’s change that. Let’s be a clear example of the church
that Jesus created. Christ started the church, and then invited us to be
co-creators and co-missionaries of his Gospel. The world needs us to do
that. Right now.

Peace,
Love ya bunches,

Pastor Bob-



President’s Report

February, the month of annual meetings, 1s upon us. Each of our
churches will hold its annual meeting after church on its respective
Sunday. This 1s an excellent opportunity for you to participate in
your church’s yearly business, including reviewing reports and
electing church council members. I strongly encourage you to
attend, ask questions, and actively engage in the process.
Transparency is crucial for your councils, but 1t’s equally important
for everyone to be involved.

On Sunday, February 23rd, there will be the installation of officers
at Gilman.

The Parish Council held a meeting on January 7™. During the
meeting, we finalized the budget, discussed upgrades to the office,
and introduced Adobe software for office use. The parish council
values your input and encourages you to reach out if you have any
questions or concerns. Please don’t hesitate to approach any parish
council member.

I hope everyone has a wonderful February. Winter may be over a
month old, but I’'m hopeful that the cold weather will soon be
behind us. I sincerely hope there’s some snow in our future.

Datle Place

TVLP Parish President



WELCA NEWS
FO00 PANTRY CILMAR:

No Bible Study Until April 10th 2025
FOOD PANTRY HOUR Hostess:

Spring Valley: 2™ & 4™ Wed.
10-11:30am & 4:30-6pm

Elmwood: : :
15 Tues. 3-6pm Will resume in summer

3" Tues. 9-11am Welcome Home in EImwood
Last Saturday of each month 9-11am

SPRING LAKE:

INNNNNANANAANANANNANNANANNANNANNNNANNANANANNNANNAN
S GRACE PLACE

§Thank you to Spring Lake for supplying the casseroles to Grace Place on January 10th. Volunteers
S were: Kim Davis and Sally Pierce.

§ Gilman Lutheran will be suppling the casseroles to Grace Place on February 14th. Volunteers are:
4§ Dianne Madson, Carol Schilling, Sue Horstman, Janna Neidermeyer, and Cheryl Sorenson.

& St. John’s will be suppling casseroles for Grace Place on March 14th. Volunteers are: Luann
& Emerson, Nina Larson, and Lynda Johnson. Two More Volunteers are needed. Signup sheet is
located at Saint John’s.

Rotation for Trinity Valley Grace Place Casserole Club
Spring Lake Lutheran Church supplies casseroles in January, April, July and October.
Gilman Lutheran Church supplies casseroles in February, May, August and November

St. John’s Lutheran Church supplies casseroles in March, June, September and December
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Housekeeping Items

This newsletter is primarily sent out by email. If your email changes, please contact the Par-
ish office at Bookkeeper@tvlpsv.com with the new email address.

If you do not have an email address and are not currently receiving the newsletter via mail,
please call 715-778-5935 or stop in the office to be added to list for the newsletter to be
mailed to you.
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I WORSHIP SCHEDULE
NOVEMBER & DECEMBER FINANCIALS: WORSHIP SERVICES WILL BE
& ATTENDANCE : At 10:00 AM
: Wednesday Evening Worship
GILMAN: NOV. GIVING I at St. John’s. 7 pm
$10,755.00 :
EXPENSE I
$9,024.89 : February
ATTENDANCE I 2-2 Gilman
204 : 2-9 St. John'’s
ST. JOHN’S: NOV. GIVING I 2-16 Spring Lake
$14,195.84 I 2-23 Gilman
EXPENSE | March
$8,913.61 I 3-2 Gilman
ATTENDANCE : 3-9 St. John's
226 I 3-16 Spring Lake
SPRING LAKE: NOV. GIVING : 3-23 St. John’s
$2765.03 I 3-30 Spring Lake
EXPENSE I April
$4867.89 I 4-6 Gilman
ATTENDANCE I 4-13 St. John's
50 : 4-20 Spring lake
| 4-27 Gilman
1 May
| 5-4 Gilman
| 5-11 St. John’s
GILMAN: DEC. GIVING I 5-18 Spring Lake
$12,103.68 I 5-25 St. John’s
EXPENSE | June
$13,667.26 I 6-1 Gilman
ATTENDANCE : 6-8 St. John's
180 | 6-15 Spring Lake
$14,123.03 I 6-29 Gilman
EXPENSE | July
$11,725.33 } 7-6 Gilman
ATTENDANCE I 7-13 St. John’s
217 I 7-20 Spring Lake
SPRING LAKE: DEC. GIVING I 7-27 St. John's
$4,902.00 : Augqust
EXPENSE | 8-3 Gilman
$5,054.898 | 8-10 Saint John’s
ATTENDANCE I 8-17 Spring lake
51 I
I
I
I
R




February 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Gilman Worship: Confirmation Bible Study - Valley
10:00 AM Quilting - St. John’s Welcome Home *MIC/W 6 :00 pm Villa 10:00 AM
] 9:00 AM Elmwood Worship
_G-llman Annual Meet- 10:30 AM Worship 7:00 pm
ing and Potluck
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
St. John’s Worship: Memory Café 10:00am Confirmation Grace Place Gilman
10:00 AM Quilting - St. John’s _ _ Mentor Night B_'b'e13t_”°'y - Valley % (5 ot
. 9:00 AM COI{I‘ICIl Meetings *MIC/W 6 :00 pm Villa 10:00 AM 14 %qPPY
Saint John’s Annual Spring Lake 5:30pm e .
Meeting St. John’s and Gilman o No Gilman WELCA Valentine's
Worship 7:00 pm ) : - Y
6:00pm Bible Study/Meeting " 3";03
B
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
_ _ Confirmation B_ible1St.udy - Valley
1Sp-r|ngklinake Worship Quilting - St. John’s *M/C/W 6 :00 pm Villa 10:00 AM *Newsletter Dead-
0:00 9:00 AM line*
. Worship 7:00 pm
Spring Lake Annual
Meeting
23 24 25 26 27 28 *M/C/W - Meal / Con-
Gilman Worship: Quilting - St. John’s Memory Café 10:00am | Confirmation Bible Study - Valley f|rm§t|on / Worship
10:00 AM 9:00 AM *M/C/W 6 :00 pm Villa 10:00 AM Service

Installation of
Officers

Worship 7:00 pm

Worship Spring
Valley Nursing Home
10:00 AM
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