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Mission Statement
By the power of the Holy Spirit, Trinity Valley Lutheran Parish is united to increase
the vitality of our individual congregations by joining our talents and resources. To-
gether we can better serve one another, share God’s goodness, Sacrament, and bring
Christ to our neighbors.

Church Locations
Gilman Lutheran Church St. John’s Lutheran Church Spring Lake Lutheran Church

N8107 330th St. S520 Church Ave. N7724 County Rd B
PO Box 386 PO Box 336 PO Box 386

Spring Valley, WI 54767
715-778-5935
Office hours : Monday - Thursday: 9am-noon Friday: Closed Holidays: Closed
Office Staff: Brandie Regenscheid
Bookkeeper@tvipsv.com

DECEMBER EVENTS

Blood Drive
11 AM to 5 PM Thursday the 11th, at St. John’s

Blue Christmas Worship
3 PM Sunday the 21st, at St. John’s

Christmas Eve Worship
4 PM at Spring Lake
7 PM at St. John’s

Christmas Day Worship
10 AM at Gilman

December 9TH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Spring Lake—5:30 PM
Gilman & St. John’s—6:00 PM
All meet at St. John’s




Pastors drticle

Dear Siblings in Christ,
Here are a few things...

Confirmation Class Schedule

Wed Dec 3 6 p.m. * Meal, Class, Worship

Wed Dec 10 6 p.m. * Meal, Class, Worship « MENTOR NIGHT
Wed Dec 17 6 p.m. *« Meal, Class, Worship « Christmas Party
Wed Dec 24 NO CLASS -« Christmas Eve

Wed Dec 31 NO CLASS - School Holiday Break

We would love to have additional keyboardists for Sunday and
Wednesday worship services.

We have three musicians that serve our parish faithfully and we would
like to lighten their load. If you play keyboards, please consider serving
our parish once in a while as accompanist on a Sunday morning or
Wednesday evening. You will be paid, the bulletin will be sent to you
several days in advance, and you will be held in highest esteem forever!
Please contact Pastor Bob if you're interested.

A Blue Christmas Service will be held at 3 p.m. Sunday, December
21, at St. John’s.

A Blue Christmas service offers comfort, solace, and support to those
struggling through the holidays. The service honors the reality that not
everyone feels joyous at this time of year. It offers time for reflection and
connection, helping us navigate our emotions, and find solace in the
presence of others who understand our journey.

Grieving the loss of a loved one, or dealing with other losses during the
holidays, can feel isolating, especially when surrounded by messages of
merriment and celebration. This Blue Christmas service provides a
shared experience that can be a source of comfort and remind us that we
are not alone in our grief.



Pastors drticle Continued

And lastly, a favorite Christmas story for you. There are many ver-
sions of "The Christmas Goose" and below is a short version that
hits the mark.

A farmer didn't believe in the story of Christmas and scoffed at the idea
that God would come to Earth as a human. On a snowy Christmas Eve,
his wife and children went to church while he stayed home (as usual!).
Soon, a terrible blizzard hit the town. The farmer looked out his window
and saw a flock of wild geese flying south, but they were caught in the
storm. They were lost and disoriented, flying aimlessly in the snow and
flying into his living room window.

He felt sorry for the geese and realized they needed shelter. He knew
they wouldn't follow a human, but he had an idea. He went into the barn,
grabbed one of his own geese, and carried it through the flock, releasing
it. His goose flew to the barn, and one by one, the other geese followed it
to safety.

As the storm died down, the farmer thought about what he had said earli-
er: "If only | were a goose, then | could save them!". He suddenly under-
stood that this was the meaning of Christmas. Just as he became like the
geese to save them, God sent Jesus to become like humans to save us.
In that moment, his doubt vanished, and he understood why Christ had
come. #

Dear Church Family, | wish you a blessed Christmas and a lovely New
Year. May the Holy Spirit be our guide every day, revealing to us the only
thing we truly need to know and the only message we must share with
the world: Follow Jesus — Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.

Love ya bunches,

Pastor Bol-



President’s Report

Dear Beloved Members of Trinity Valley Lutheran Parish,

As we turn toward the close of another year, let our hearts be full of gratitude for all the ways
TVLP continues to show love in our community. This season invites us to pause, reflect, and give
thanks—and we had a beautiful opportunity to do just that at our Thanksgiving Eve service.
Thank you to everyone who helped organize the service, participated in worship, and simply
showed up to be part of this meaningful evening.

As we enter Advent, we continue our ministry with mittens. We will be supporting the Mitten
Tree Program where each mitten is a wish from a local child. This is a meaningful way to bless
children in our community who may need extra support this Christmas. | encourage everyone to
give as they are able and to open our hearts and minds to the grace of giving and receiving. As
we prepare our hearts for Christmas, we hope you’ll join us for our upcoming services:

Christmas Eve
Spring Lake — 4:00 PM
St. John’s—7:00 PM

Christmas Day
Gilman —10:00 AM

Each worship service will be a time to share the wonder of Christ’s birth, sing beloved hymns,
and gather in gratitude for the greatest gift we have received: God’s love made flesh.

Thank you for a wonderful year, one filled with faithfulness, generosity, and dedication to our
shared mission as the Trinity Valley Lutheran Parish. It is an honor to serve alongside all of you.
As we enter this holy season, may God’s peace surround you, may hope fill your home, and may
joy warm your heart.

Wishing you and your loved ones a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year,

Jesacca Hanaon,

TVLP Parish President



BISHOP HALOM’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE: WHEN GOD SHOWS UP

As we approach the season of Christmas that so many of us
adore, I'd like to address a few churchy words that
theologians like to use and sound impressive when using
them. The first word is incarnation and the second is
Emmanuel.

If your church uses the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL),
you will again hear the passage from the first chapter of John
on Christmas Day. The passage famously concludes in verse
14 with the words, “And the Word became flesh and lived
among us...” This verse speaks directly to the concept of
incarnation. In other words, it speaks to a God who literally takes on human flesh and enters this world in the
form of baby Jesus. It's in stark contrast to what some believe and experience - a God who exists far away,
only to look down on us from God’s heavenly throne. Instead, the incarnate God speaks to a God who is willing
to take on the human experience with all the joys and sorrows that come with it. One can readily see that
Jesus did indeed make his way through the human experience. He felt joy. He felt pain. His eyes teared up.
And even if | can’t recall a story when he laughed, | gotta believe that he really did!

Another passage found in the Christmas season comes from the gospel of Matthew, which references Isaiah
7:14: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means, ‘God
is with us.”” One of the most important lessons | ever learned in seminary was in a pastoral care class. | had
hoped to learn what to say, especially to someone hurting or grieving. What | learned was much more
important. Instead of learning what to say, | was taught to show up - to be present. As time passes, few will
remember what | say, but will remember that | was there. That’s precisely why the name Emmanuel means
so much to me. It's a constant reminder that God is always with us. Consider the final words in the gospel of
Matthew: “And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20b) Presence matters

because God embodies it and teaches it.

Christmas is known for its gift giving nature. We share gifts with one another to reveal our love for them. This
year, | hope that regardless of the quantity or quality of the wrapped presents that lay under the tree, you will
recognize the gift of presence. Not only the presence of your loved ones, but particularly the presence of God.
So many of you will grieve as you experience the lack of presence from a loved one due to death or distance.
My heart grieves with you. My hope lies in a God who provides and will gift you all with someone who will be
present with you in some way at some time. If nothing else, remember God’s presence as you receive the
body and blood of Christ in the worship services that you attend, for that’s yet another way in which God shows

up.

Fellow disciples, Merry Christmas to you all and may the presence of God incarnate, Emmanuel, embrace
you in such a way that brings warmth to your heart!

Bishop Martin



ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

For those interested in purchasing flowers for display at your church during the Christmas season,
you are welcome to select them from your preferred greenhouse or supplier and bring them to the
church of your choice. After the service, you may take the flowers home. This process ensures
that the appropriate flowers are delivered to the correct church for Christmas service.

THE SPRING VALLEY GIVING TREE

The giving tree will soon be available in the Saint John’s narthex.

Please return wrapped or unwrapped items with mittens attached to Spring Valley Drug by
December 17th.

Please contact Mel Wentlandt with any Questions

Thank you for Making Christmas a little bit brighter for others this year.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

SPRING LAKE WELCA

The Spring Lake WELCA Ladies would like to thank all the members of Spring Lake
Congregation for their very generous donations to our annual fundraiser.

As our letter stated this money will be used to keep our cemetery looking beautiful
and also to give birthday bags to the ElImwood food pantry for children's birthdays.

Your contributions are greatly appreciated.

God's blessings to each of you!
Spring Lake WELCA Ladies

Year End Donations

For those who mail/drop off donations to the office, please have all donations for the year of 2025
in the mail by December 22nd so they will be on your giving statement for this year.
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LPBC ADVENT =\
COOKIE EXCHANGE -

DECEMBER 6 - 1:00PM

COST: $25/HOUSEHOLD
(COST INCLUDES 5 DOZEN COOKIES PER HOUSEHOLD)

ISAIAH 40:3
“A VOICE CRIES OUT: "IN THE WILDERNESS PREPARE
THE WAY OF THE LORD; MAKE STRAIGHT IN THE
DESERT A HIGHWAY FOR OUR GOD"

PLEASE RSVP BY NOVEMBER 30™"
SO WE CAN HAVE ENOUGH SUPPLIES FOR EVERYONE.
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Register by going to lutherpoint.org and click the register now button under this

Image on our main page banner.



http://lutherpoint.org

Give blovd.

Every 2 seconds someone
in the U.S. needs blood.

American Red Cross

Blood Drive
St John Lutheran Church

S 520 Church Ave

Thursday, December 11, 2025
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and
enter: springvalleywi to schedule an appointment.

Scan to be directed to Scan to schedule
RapidPass® an appointment.

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | redcrossblood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

©2016 The American National Red Cross

[ 106 ] « Order ID: 1888918 « Item ID: 9456586 + Qty: 1 of 12 » 407302 « ARCB « 252670



Thank You For Supporting Our
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WELCA NEWS
GILMAN:

December 11th 2025 12:00 PM

FOOD PANTRY HOURS FOOD PANTRY ROTATION Pot Luck

Spring Valley: 2™ & 4™ Wed. January & June: St. John’s

10-11:30am & 4:30-6pm March & August Spring Lake SPRING LAKE:

El d: April & September Gil .

1st"-‘r"J§§ 3-6pm Pril & Sepiember =iman Welcome Home in EImwood
3" Tues. 9-11am Will resume in summer

Last Saturday of each month 9-11am

C\\\'\'\\\\\'\'\\\\\\'\'\'\\\\'\'\N\\\'\N’\\\\N’\N’\\\\N’\N
S GRACE PLACE
S

Spring Lake will be supplying the casseroles to Grace Place on January 9th. Volunteers are: To be

{ determined.
S

S Thank you to Gilman Lutheran for suppling the casseroles to Grace Place on November 14th.
§ Volunteers were: Lynn Taynor, Karen Jorgenson, Betty Wall, Linda Price, and Brenda Johnson.

St. John’s will be suppling the casseroles to Grace Place on December 12th. The volunteers are:
S Karen Gunderson, Rob Moore, and Brandie Regenscheid. TWO MORE VOLUNTEERS ARE
NEEDED

Rotation for Trinity Valley Grace Place Casserole Club
Spring Lake Lutheran Church supplies casseroles in January, April, July and October.
Gilman Lutheran Church supplies casseroles in February, May, August and November

St. John’s Lutheran Church supplies casseroles in March, June, September and December
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Housekeeping Iltems

This newsletter is primarily sent out by email. If your email changes, please contact the Par-
ish office at Bookkeeper@tvlpsv.com with the new email address.

If you do not have an email address and are not currently receiving the newsletter via mail,
please call 715-778-5935 or stop in the office to be added to list for the newsletter to be
mailed to you.



I WORSHIP SCHEDULE

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER FINANCIALS: WORSHIP SERVICES WILL BE
& ATTENDANCE | At 10:00 AM
: Wednesday Evening Worship
GILMAN: SEPT GIVING I At 7:00 PM
$7,857.00 :
EXPENSE | December
$48,931.40 : 12-7 Gilman
ATTENDANCE | 12-14 St. John's
109 I 12-21 Spring Lake
ST. JOHN’S: SEPT GIVING : 12-21 St. John’s Blue Christmas 3pm
$6,711.87 | 12-24 Spring Lake Christmas Eve 4pm
EXPENSE I 12-24 St. John’s Christmas Eve 7 pm
$9,912.45 | 12-25 Gilman Christmas Day
ATTENDANCE : 12-28 Spring Lake
86 | January
SPRING LAKE: SEPT GIVING I 1-4 Gilman
$3,973.00 I 1-11 St. John's
EXPENSE I 1-18 Spring Lake
$4,195.39 I 1-25 Gilman
ATTENDANCE | February
40 : 2-1 Gilman
| 2-8 St. John’s
: 2-18 Ash Wednesday (7pm St. John’s)
| 2-15 Spring lake
| 2-22 St. John’s
GILMAN: OCT GIVING I March
$9,209.00 I 3-1 Gilman
EXPENSE : 3-8 St. John's
$20,789.91 | 3-15 Spring lake
ATTENDANCE : 3-22 Spring Lake
169 I 3-29 Gilman Palm Sunday
ST. JOHN’S: OCT GIVING | April
$12,312.70 | 4-5 Gilman Easter
EXPENSE I 4-12 St. John's
$10,595.52 } 4-19 Spring Lake
ATTENDANCE I 4-26 St. John's
213 | May
SPRING LAKE: OCT GIVING I 5-3 Gilman
$3,613.63 : 5-10 St. John’s
EXPENSE I 5-17 Spring Lake
$3,391.77 | 5-24 Spring lake
ATTENDANCE I 5-31 Gilman
65 I
I
I
I
|




& DECEMBER 2025 &

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Pastor @ Welcome Confirmation 6:00 Bible Study - Valley
Home - EImwood - PM Villa 10:00 AM
Worship 10:30 am
Worship 7:00 PM
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Memory Café 10:00am | Confirmation 6:00 Bible Study - Valley
Gilman Worship: Quilting - St. John’s PM Villa 10:00 AM Grace Place St.
10:00 AM 9:00 AM Council Meetings *Mentor Night* Gilman WELCA Bible | John’s
Spring Lake 5:30pm Study Pot Luck 12:00
St. John’s and Gilman | Worship 7:00 PM PM
6:00pm Blood Drive 11:00 +
AM To 5:00 PM
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Confirmation 6:00
St. John’s Worship: | Quilting - St. John’s PM Bible Study - Valley
10:00 AM 9:00 AM *Christmas Pary* Villa 10:00 AM
Welcome Home
Worship 7:00 PM Worship 10:00 AM
21 21 23 24 25 26 27
Spring Lake Christmas Eve Christmas Worship
Worship: 10:00 AM Quilting - St. John’s Memory Café 10:00am | Worship Gilman 10:00 AM

Blue Christmas
Worship

St. John’s
3:00PM

28
Spring Lake
Worship: 10:00 AM

9:00 AM

Spring Lake 4:00 PM
St. John’s 7:00 PM

G

*Newsletter Dead-
line*

29

Quilting - St. John’s
9:00 AM

30

31

NO confirmation

Worship 7:00 PM




