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Mission Statement
By the power of the Holy Spirit, Trinity Valley Lutheran Parish is united to increase the vitality of our individual congregations
by joining our talents and resources. Together we can better serve one another, share God’s goodness, Sacrament, and bring
Christ to our neighbors.

Church Locations
Gilman Lutheran Church St. John’s Lutheran Church  Spring Lake Lutheran Church

N8107 330th St. S520 Church Ave. N7724 County Rd B
PO Box 386 PO Box 336 PO Box 386

Spring Valley, WI 54767
715-778-5935

Office hours : Mon.-Thurs.: 9am-noon
Friday—closed

May Foents

Graduation Recognition Sunday
May 5th at Gilman

June Fvenis

Service at Handy Andy Park
June 30th hosted by Spring Lake

Luther Point Bible Camp
June 9th - July 26th

May 14th COUNCIL MEETINGS
Spring Lake Council—5:30 pm
Gilman & St. John’s—6:00 pm

All meet at St. John’s
Parish Council Meeting

June 2nd following service at Gilman




PASTOR’S ARTICLE FOR MAY 2024

70 BE YOUNG AND NOT FOOLISH!?

Ah, the joys of being young and foolish! I remember those times, and I also recall when I
was young and NOT foolish (didn’t happen often enough). Those times when good advice or
some research helped me to make wiser, more informed decisions.

Some young friends of mine are interviewing for the first positions as ordained pastors. The
seminary leadership, and some advice from me (really!), has helped them to make some wise
decisions in discerning their future in ministry, has helped them to be young and NOT fool-
ish!1

What’s fascinates me is that the same questions are being asked of these young practically-
pastors that I was asked over 25 years ago. And it seems they have been asked of pastors for
many, many years. I wish to address are the persistent themes found in the questions congre-
gations ask pastoral candidates. For decades and decades, pastors seeking calls have heard
things similar to:

e How will you get more youth involved?

e How will you get more contemporary music added to worship?

» How will you get more people to attend worship?

« How will you get more people interested in financially supporting us?
e How will you get more people interested in volunteering?

My young friends and other pastoral candidates, according to their own admission, are an-
swering these questions by turning them back on the interviewers, adding one wise, im-
portant, and powerful twist. Please re-read the questions above but change the first three
words to “How will WE...”.

Friends, even Jesus wasn’t a “one-man show.” Or if you’d prefer, a “one-person show”. As
he began his ministry, he gathered many disciples, not just the twelve popular ones, to travel
with him and help spread his Good News. Biblical stories about Jesus usually include details
about what Jesus did and what the others around him did as well. He acted in, with, and for
community. Jesus didn’t simply sit on a mountaintop and summon his followers to seek him
and his wisdom. He and his disciples went to the people, with his disciples, and met them as
they traveled, worked, or ate dinner together.

The church suffers greatly when its mindset is based on getting people to “come to us” for
their spiritual needs to be met. The church suffers greatly when its mindset is based on the

pastor being a one-man band, even if that band includes a few other staff persons.




Puastors Adrticle Continwed

One analogy that comes to mind is from the women’s liberation movement that was
ubiquitous from the 1960s to the 1980s. Men were chided for saying, “I’ve got to watch
the kids tonight” or “I’m babysitting tomorrow.” Dads were asked to not be “on duty”
from time to time, but to be fully involved in raising their kids and making their kids a
priority, not an occasional commitment that kept dads from living their “real” lives. We
know for certain that kids are best served when they believe their parents consider them
THE priority of their lives.

And that’s when we are. That’s where most churches are too, it seems. Serving one’s
church is considered being “on duty” from time to time, or a commitment that takes us
away from our “real” lives. Did you usher one Sunday last fall? Did you make bars for
a funeral? Were you on a committee for a year? Honestly, that just doesn’t cut it. We
will always have a building to maintain and building projects, hymns to sing and instru-
mentalists to lead us. There will always be a need

for Sunday School and Confirmation leadership, and we always need paper for the cop-
ier, crayons for our little ones, ushers, greeters, Holy Communion servers, and folks to
jump up when they see a need.

So what am I asking? Do you hear undertones of “that’s not my job” in my words? I
completely disagree. To reflect the first Christian church, every pastor, and every staff
member, must be asked to join a ministry that is already in progress. And just as vital is
the need for every member to serve a ministry that is already in progress. God hasn’t
left the building, nor has the Holy Spirit skipped town, because they got tired of waiting
for the right pastor, the right youth working, or the right secretary.

Here’s the main point: How you serve in all the ways mentioned above reveals your
commitment to connecting to Christ and developing disciples. Better yet —how WE
serve in all the ways mentioned above reveals OUR commitment to connecting to
Christ and developing disciples. While I am no longer young, I am often foolish, and so
I will close with this “foolish” request: I ask that every member of our parish engage in
fervent and frequent prayer, and ask the Holy Spirit to stir up in them the desire to help
grow the Kingdom of God through their service to TVLP. Not for brownie points with
God or to receive kudos from others, but to connect to Christ and develop disciples.
Such work will eternally echo throughout the heavens and restore others — in body,
mind, and soul — more that anything else we ever do. Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Love ya bunches,

Pactor Bob

Pastor Bob Friese, Interim




Parish President’s Report May 2024

Hello from your Parish President. Your new Parish Council held their first
meeting after everyone’s annual meetings in March. Members of the
council include Darryl Klawitter, Cheri Jacobson, Phil Verges, Jessica
Hanson, Cindy Jensen, Karen Gunderson, Marsha Brunkhorst and Kay
and Dale Place. Among the business items was the election of officers for
the year. Your officers this year are President-Dale, Vice-President-Phil,
Secretary-Jessica, and Kay was appointed parish treasurer.

Some other items coming up this year include worship at 9:00AM from
April 1st until Sept 30th. On Oct 1st through March 31st our worship
times will be 10:00AM. Our Wednesday evening worship time will move
from 7:00PM to 6:00PM beginning June 5th.

We are also planning Sunday services at Handy Andy Park on the last
Sunday of the month during June, July, and August. Spring Lake will host
June, Gilman will host in July and St John’s will host August. Please
watch the newsletter for more details as we get closer.

The Parish Call Committee is in full swing. They have met several times
so far. Hopefully, we will have a called Pastor by the end of the year. Pas-
tor Bob has accepted our request to extend until December 31st or when a

Pastor is called.

Spring Lake will be celebrating their 150th anniversary on October 20th
and will have a special service during their Fall Festival. There will be a
lot of history presented and should bring back memories of ancestors
from long ago.

As always, if you have anything for the Parish Council, please don’t hesi-
tate to contact any of your Parish Council members.

Dale Place
TVLP Council President




WELCA NEWS

GILMAN:

May bible study 1pm
FOOD PANTRY HOUR Hostess: Connie Anderson
Spring Valley: 2™ & 4™ Wed.
10-11:30am & 4:30-6pm

SPRING LAKE:

Elmwood:
1% Tues. 3-6pm May 20th ,me
3 Tues. 9-11am Welcome Home in EImwood

Last Saturday of each month 9-11am
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GRACE PLACE

> Thank you to Spring Lake for suppling casseroles for Grace Place on April 12th. Volunteers for April
35 Were: the Stringer family. Volunteers are still needed for July and October

<
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Gilman Lutheran Church will be suppling the casseroles to Grace Place on May 10th. Volunteers
- are: Brenda Johnson, Sonya Lenarz, Linda Price, and Charlotte Wentlandt.

» St. John’s will be suppling casseroles for Grace Place on June 14th. Volunteers for June are: Stacy
{ Burr and Luann Emerson. More Volunteers are needed for June, September, and December

Rotation for Trinity Valley Grace Place Casserole Club
Spring Lake Lutheran Church supplies casseroles in January, April, July and October.
Gilman Lutheran Church supplies casseroles in February, May, August and November
St. John’s Lutheran Church supplies casseroles in March, June, September and December
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Housekeeping ltems

This newsletter is primarily sent out by email. If your email changes, please contact the Par-
ish office at Bookkeeper@tvlpsv.com with the new email address.

If you do not have an email address and are not currently receiving the newsletter via mail,
please call 715-778-5935 or stop in the office to be added to list for the newsletter to be

mailed to you.




FEBRUARY & MARCH FINANCIALS
& ATTENDANCE

GILMAN: February GIVING

-t

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
WORSHIP SERVICES WILL BE
At 09:00 AM
Wednesday Evening Worship
7pm at St. John’s. 6 pm starting June

11-29 Gilman
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$7,115.00 : 5th
EXPENSE ,
$11,648.40 | May .
i 5-5 Gilman
?ZTsTENDANCE | 5-12 St. John's
: 5-19 Spring Lake
ST. JOHN’S: February GIVING I 5.96 Giltar
$8,335.13  jure
EXFENSE : 6-2 Gilman
%’%?N%?\LCE l 6-9 St. John's
= ! 6-16 Spring Lake
SPRING LAKE: Feb.  GIVING ' 0-23 5. John's
- Ten. WM : 6-30 Spring Lake Handy Andy Park
: ’ | July
SAPENSE I 7-7 Gilman
i??ézggANCE : 7-14 St. John's
I 7-21 Spring Lake
78 : 7-28 Gilman Handy Andy Park
| August
: 8-4 Gilman
GILMAN: March GIVING I 8-11 St. John’s
$9,789.00 : 8-18 Spring Lake
EXPENSE I 8-25 St. John’s Handy Andy Park
$4,084.17 | September
ATTENDANCE ! 9-1 Gilman
328 I 9-8 St. John’s
ST. JOHN’S: March  GIVING : 9-15 Spring Lake
$9,933.90 I 9-22 Spring Lake
EXPENSE : 9-29 Gilman
$8,518.63 jQotober
ATTENDANCE : 10-6 Gilman
10-13 St. John’s
250 ' 10-20 Spring Lak
SPRING LAKE: March GIVING : bogoes Sf”JO%n: ©
$3,708.00 I November |
EXPENSE I .
e | 11-1 Gilman
$3,539.88 : 11-8 St. John’s
ATTENDANCE | 11-15 Spring Lake
79 : 11-22 Spring Lake
I
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