
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Council Meeting, September 10, 2024 
 

 
Belonging to Christ, we are a family of faith, Encouraging spiritual growth, and Connecting others to lasting hope. 

 
Call to Order: Marsha Brunkhorst called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. after a joint meeting with Gilman/Spring Lake. 
Those present: Pastor Bob Friese, Marsha Brunkhorst (President), Karen Gunderson (Vice President), Barb Esanbock 
(Secretary), Luann Emerson (Financial Secretary), Tom Boyer (Property), Stacy Burr (Stewardship), Beth Keehr 
(Education), Mel Wentlandt (Social Concerns) 
Secretary’s Report: Motion by Karen Gunderson, second by Tom Boyer, to approve the August minutes. Motion carried.  
Treasurer’s Report: There is still no replacement for Brian and it was agreed to wait until the next term to fill the spot. 
There was a motion by Barb Esanbock, a second by Karen Gunderson, to add Luann Emerson as the second signer on 
the checking account with the removal of Brian Sandness. Motion carried. Marsha received a request for St. John’s to 
open another checking account to be used by the Food Pantry to have a QR code. This will need more discussion before 
being brought to a vote at a later date.   
Pastor’s Report: 

1. Thank you for calling me to be your pastor! I got my official letter of call from the Synod last Friday and it will be 
framed and hung on my office wall ASAP. I feel happy and very blessed! 
2. Sunday School WILL start ASAP. We have three adults and two high schoolers that will teach and we will take 
care of background checks, too. 
3. FYI the Food Pantry will participate in the Dam Days Parade. 
4. Confirmation officially starts on Wednesday, September 25. 

President’s Report: 
The Village quick claimed a portion of the parking lot by the ravine, as well as a small piece of land that the church 
building sits on, to St. John’s. Clean-up: Discussed cleaning out closets, the furnace room, etc., and selling some of the 
heavy, old tables we no longer use. Questions on the Spark House digital subscription; Pastor Bob will check with Rob 
Moore on this. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
STEWARDSHIP: Chair: Stacy Burr 

●​ $215 was raised in one day for Charles Jasper and his family. Stewardship Sunday will be at our October service, 
with Time & Talent sheets, and treats.   

PROPERTY: Chair: Tom Boyer 
●​ Fall clean-up will be Wednesday 10/2 or Saturday 10/12. Tom needed to move combustible items that someone 

had placed on top of the furnace; we may need a sign put up to prevent this from happening again. 
WORSHIP: Chair:  

●​ Nothing new to report. 
EDUCATION: Chair, Beth Keehr 

●​  Sunday School leaders will be Rob Moore, Elaina Larson, and Hilary Meyer. Willa and Ruth will be helpers. 
SOCIAL CONCERNS: Chair: Melanie Wentlandt 

●​ Nothing new to report. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

●​  Sunday School Building: The church building will be attended to first, and then the Sunday School building. 

●​  Work Groups: We had continued discussion on work groups. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

●​  Approve Construction Payment: Motion by Tom Boyer, second by Karen Gunderson, to pay the final invoice of 
$47,005.00 to Gausman Brothers, contingent upon the completion of any concerns.  Motion carried. 

●​  Snow removal: 3 bids will be obtained for snow removal during the upcoming winter. 

●​ Mission Endowment: Motion by Karen Gunderson, second by Stacy Burr, to approve adding Kristin Larson to 
the committee.  Motion carried. 

BUDGET: Marsha and Karen will start working on the 2025 budget. 

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, October 8th, 2024 with combined Council at 6:00 p.m. and St. John’s Council to follow. 

ADJOURN: Motion by Karen Gunders, second by Tom Boyer, to adjourn at 8:10  p.m. Motion carried.   

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by Barb Esanbock, St. John’s Council Secretary. 


