
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Council Meeting, August 13, 2024
To Be Approved at the September Meeting

Belonging to Christ, we are a family of faith, Encouraging spiritual growth, and Connecting others to lasting hope.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Karen Gunderson at 6:19 p.m. following the joint meeting with Gilman
and Spring Lake.
Those present: Pastor Bob Friese, Karen Gunderson (Vice President), Barb Esanbock (Secretary), Luann Emerson
(Financial Secretary), Tom Boyer (Property), Stacy Burr (Stewardship), Beth Keehr (Education), Mel Wentlandt (Social
Concerns)
Approval of Agenda: There was an addition to New Business. Motion by Mel Wentlandt, second by Beth Keehr, to
approve the updated agenda. Motion carried.
Secretary’s Report: Motion by Tom Boyer, second by Mel Wentlandt, to approve the June minutes. (There was no
meeting in June.) Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: A replacement still needs to be found for Brian’s treasurer position. The budget and bills were
reviewed, with clarification on the electric bills. Motion by Tom Boyer, second by Beth Keehr, to approve the treasurer's
report. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor mentioned that some of the door stops need replacing. Discussed planters and benches at both
entryways. Pastor would like to see more signage inside to direct guests.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
STEWARDSHIP: Chair: Stacy Burr

● Discussion on when to have a stewardship drive. Our sponsor child, Charles Jasper, can receive up to $100 for
his Birthday, and he and his family can receive up to $200 for Christmas.

PROPERTY: Chair: Tom Boyer
● The patio downspouts are being added to.

WORSHIP: Chair:
● Nothing new to report.

EDUCATION: Chair, Beth Keehr
● We are still in need of Sundy School teachers.

SOCIAL CONCERNS: Chair: Melanie Wentlandt
● St. John’s will be hosting a Red Cross blood drive during Dam Days.

OLD BUSINESS:
● Sunday School Building: There was a motion by Luann Emerson, second by Mel Wentlandt, to allow the

Vacation Bible School to use a Sunday School classroom for storage. Motion carried.

● Update on Building Project Financing: The down payment has been made, with $84,055 due. Motion by Tom
Boyer, second by Stacy Burr, to approve paying the $84,055 invoice to Gausman Brothers Construction. Motion
carried. Pastor Bob suggested a goal sign. We also discussed another letter going out.

● Follow-up Calls: Discussion on Council members’ follow-up calls regarding the fundraising letters.

NEW BUSINESS:
● August 25th Vote: E-mails and Facebook will be used to remind congregation members of the vote to call the

pastor and the need for a quorum. We will have treats after the voting.

● Snowplowing:We will obtain bids for snowplowing this winter, and also shoveling.

● Fundraisers: Continued discussion on fundraiser ideas.

● WELCA Checking Account: There is no active WELCA group; however, this account is used to purchase
quilting and kitchen supplies. Motion by Mel Wentlandt, second by Stacy Burr, to keep the finances and account
as they are, with Mary Nelson remaining the treasurer.

● BUDGET: The Executive Committee will meet on this.

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, September 10th . Combined Council at 6:00 p.m.; St. John’s Council to follow.

ADJOURN: Motion by Tom Boyer, second by Stacy Burr, to adjourn at 7:14 p.m. Motion carried.

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted by Barb Esanbock, St. John’s Council Secretary.


