
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Council Meeting January 14, 2025 
Approved at the February Meeting 

 
Belonging to Christ, we are a family of faith, Encouraging spiritual growth, and Connecting others to lasting hope. 

 
Call to Order: Marsha Brunkhorst called the meeting to order at 6:24 p.m. 
Those present: Pastor Bob Friese, Marsha Brunkhorst (President), Karen Gunderson (Vice President), Barb Esanbock 
(Secretary), Luann Emerson (Financial Secretary), Tom Boyer (Property), Stacy Burr (Stewardship), Beth Keehr 
(Education), Mel Wentlandt (Social Concerns) 
Approval of Agenda: Motion by Luann Emerson, second by Mel Wentlandt, to approve the agenda. Motion carried. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Motion by Karen Gunderson, second by Luann Emerson, to approve Dec. minutes. Motion carried.  
Treasurer’s Report: Marsha provided the financial update, followed by some discussion, including plowing bills. Motion 
by Karen Gunderson, second by Tom Boyer,  to approve the treasurer's report. Motion carried. 
Pastor’s Report: 

●​ Preparations have started for the Lenten season, with Ash Wednesday being March 5th and Easter on April 20th.  
●​ Bishop Martin Halom will preach at Spring Lake on Sunday, January 26th. 
●​ Pastor Bob will attend our synod’s Winter Theological Event on Monday, January 27th at Luther Park. 
●​ A larger TV and possibly a DVD player in the fellowship hall would be nice for confirmation nights. 

President’s Report: Items not being discussed elsewhere in the meeting included getting some sort of credenza/storage 
unit for the fellowship hall that could store confirmation supplies, and also provide an extra surface for other needs.  We 
also discussed the piano in the fellowship hall. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
STEWARDSHIP: Chair: Stacy Burr 

●​ Nothing new to report. 
PROPERTY: Chair: Tom Boyer 

●​ External wall lights were repaired; it was a circuit breaker issue.  
●​ There was an issue with an outside light at the Sunday School; the Food Pantry is looking into this. 

WORSHIP: Chair:  
●​ Nothing new to report. 

EDUCATION: Chair, Beth Keehr 
●​ Nothing new to report 

SOCIAL CONCERNS: Chair: Melanie Wentlandt 
●​ Nothing new to report. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  
●​ Barb went over the nominations and open positions. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

●​ Sunday School Building: We discussed the Sunday School building expenses and what we receive from the 
Food Pantry. 

●​  Building Project Financing: After the $35,000 given by the Mission Endowment Fund, we have $50,000 in the 
account. An annual donation reminder will be sent out. 

●​  Work Lists: Tabled 
NEW BUSINESS:  

●​ Budget: Marsha is working with Brandie to assign accounts & to manage Bldg Fund in QuickBooks. 
●​ Annual Report: Reminder to get items for the annual report into the church office. 
●​ Annual Meeting: February 9, 2025, following worship. 
●​ Fundraisers: Tabled 
●​ Event/Volunteer Coordinator: Tabled 
●​  

There was a a motion by Barb Esanbock, second by Mel Wentlandt, to approve Marsha Brunkhorst and Monica Shafer for 
1-year terms and Karen Gunderson for a 2-year term, to the Parish Council. Motion carried. 

Future events: Sunday 2/23/25 will be the installation of all council members, service is at Gilman. 

                        Ash Wednesday: March 5th; we discussed the possibility of having a meal at St. John’s. 

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, February 11, 2025. A joint Council meeting at 6:00 p.m.; St. John’s Council to follow. 

ADJOURN: Motion by Karen Gunderson, second by Stacy Burr, to adjourn at 7:30 p.m. Motion carried.   

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by Barb Esanbock, St. John’s Council Secretary 


