St. John’s Lutheran Church
Annual Meeting, February 11, 2024
Approved at the 2025 Annual Meeting

Belonging to Christ, we are a family of faith, Encouraging spiritual growth, and Connecting others to lasting hope.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Phil Hennemann at 11:12 a.m.

Opening Prayer: Pastor Bob led us in prayer.

Approval of Agenda: Motion by Bill Emerson, second by Richard Johnson, to approve the agenda. Motion carried.
Approval of Minutes - 2023 Annual Meeting: Motion by Pam Hanson, second by Marsha Brunkhorst, to approve the
2023 annual meeting minutes as presented. Motion Carried.

Election: Phil listed the open positions and current nominees; all positions had a nominee except for Worship. Phil
then opened the floor three times for nominations for each open position. Laura Henneman nominated Danny Cipriano
for Worship; he declined. Laura then nominated Nancy Cleveland; she declined as well. Nominations were then
closed. Richard Johnson made a motion to cast unanimous votes for all positions; however, that is not allowed under
the constitution. Duane Peterson and Danny Cipriano were appointed ballot clerks; the meeting proceeded while the
ballots were counted.

Members on the ballot were:

President: Marsha Brunkhorst (1st Term)
Treasurer: Brian Sandness (1st Term)

Financial Secretary: Luann Emerson (1st Term)

Property: Tom Boyer (2nd Term)

Worship: No nominees; to be filled later by Council
Social Concerns: Mel Wentlandt (2nd Term)

New Business:

A. Approval of Budget: The 2023 proposed budget was presented for review. For 2023, St. John’s portion of the
Parish budget was 40% (down from 50% in 2022); for 2024, it will be 46%. There were questions and
discussions on various items, including the $12,500 maintenance budget, and the potential cost of calling a
Pastor if they are coming from a long distance. Motion by Luann Emerson, seconded by Pete Esanbock, to
approve the 2024 budget as proposed. Motion carried.

B. Delegates to Synod Assembly: Nancy Cleveland and Phil Henneman agreed to be the two attendees.

C. Nominating Committee: It is preferred to have two outgoing Council members and two other congregation
members. Phil Henneman (the only outgoing Council member), Earl Gunderson, Cheryl Larson, and Barb
Esanbock, agreed to be on the nominating committee for the 2025 Council.

D. Building Exterior Proposal: Tom Boyer explained the extensive repairs needed to our church building
exterior, and that after reviewing bids, the Council has decided on Gausman Brothers Construction to do the
work, with a bid of $163,825. Phil then opened up a discussion on the financial obligation to take on this
expense. Steel siding was mentioned and it was explained that this would drastically increase the cost of
repairs. Possible ways to fund the project were discussed, including the Mission Endowment Fund, a bank
loan, and a capital campaign. After further discussion, there was a motion by Marsha Brunkhorst, with a
second by Laura Henneman, to authorize the St. John’s Council to explore the funding options further and
proceed with the project. The motion carried with none opposed.

Election Results: There were 35 voting members signed in, with 35 ballots cast. All votes were unanimous and Phil
welcomed everyone to their new positions. Brian Sandness thanked the counters who helped him while he was

Financial Secretary. Thank you to Phil Henneman for his hard work as Council President.

Closing: There was a motion by Marsha Brunkhorst, second by Kathy Miller, to adjourn. Motion carried and the
meeting was adjourned at 11:54 a.m. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

.Respectfully submitted by Barb Esanbock, St. John’s Council Secretary.



